




What 
remains 
is only a 
cauldron 
of dust.  
And ruin.

Though I am low 
on supplies, tired, 
at the mercy of 
the elements, and 
almost out of 
food and water... 
I am ever set 
for battle...

The Great Stone 
Pillar. The farthest 
from home that I 
have ever been. Once, 
The Pit was a lush 
and leafy paradise, 
home to many vast 
and powerful 
civilizations.  



After so many 
nights alone 
in the sands.

I press on. 

For as many nights as needs be.

I will follow 
the legend.

Find the 
intruders 

that 
threaten 

Ith. 

And 
defeat 
them.



I was born here, below 
the Hills of Stone. 

My father was chief, then. 

But now it is my time 
to lead the Ka'ii.  

No'madd!

taron 
says he wants 

to help!

Ka'sell. My wife.

Taron. 
My son. 

Blast.  

And I cry 
to dream 

again.

I awake ahead of Taron’s 
embrace. And as I look upon 

Tyon I am cold and alone.



Days pass. 
A carcass.  

The winged scavengers 
are Skree hatchlings.  

One Skree's eyes 
meet mine, As if to 
warn: "You're next."

The hatchlings are no threat to me.

But they are never 
far from their nests.  



I duck for cover.

Mother! 

Built like a 
fortress.  

One of her 
wings is twice 
my own height. 

She swoops 
down to snatch 
up her prize. 

Then-- as fast as 
she appeared-- 
she heads back 
to her nest with 
her family.



Family.

My wife. My son. My home.

I left them to find the 
mysterious invaders. 

And to earn the 
love of Tyon.

And gain:

My people say only a show of 
might will earn her love... 

For whoever wields The 
Gleam-- Tyon's divine amulet-- 
will rise as the unconquerable 
Champion of Ith. 

To become champion 
is the goal of all 
Ka'ii warriors.



Days later, I reach my 
destination. 

Long ago, mighty Ka'ii 
warlords lived here. 
Until The Age of Blood. 
When wars raged to 
win Tyon's love.  

Thousands 
perished. In 
the end-- 
still Tyon 
was unmoved.  

The warlords died. 
Unloved and filled 
with despair.  

The Steep is haunted.

But the legend 
led me here.

Is this a 
warning? 

a q'nat?

Is there a 
hive in the 

catacombs? 



The 
last of my 

food.

Filled 
with 

maggots.

No 
matter. 

The water 
is rancid too. 

and nearly 
gone.

the warlords' 
fortress must 
grant me the 
answers i seek.

...a 
warning. 

still, you do 
not turn 
back... good.yes...



q'natz?

swarm of the pit!



but it is said 
the q'natz

seldom consider 
Ka'ii as food...

or threat.

i know...
little of

this brutal 
breed.

they walk by me, 
heedlessly.



As the Q'natz depart, | know | must 
rest or |'ll die in combat. | begin 
to dream. Soon--| am home: 

Why must 
| earn 

the love 
of a distant 
Goddess? 

there 
are many 
kinds of 

love.  

Love of family. 
Tribe. Desire. The 

forbidden.

Tyon 
is all of 

these. And 
more.  

She is 
the divine. 

The 
Distant.

She drives 
us to press 

onward. To be 
our best.

Taron wanted to 
make me proud! step

forward
first...

...then
throw.

...to make me believe 
one day he would be 
the chief of B'linn.

Instead, | say...

| wanted to tell him that 
| am proud.that one day

   he will be chief.

That is 
no way to 
impress 
Tyon.



That night, Taron 
and I slept while 
Ka’sell hunted.  

But the 
sound of an 
explosion 

startled us 
both to 
waking. 

Husband, I 
watched as the 
sky was broken 

open! 

"trees were 
felled and 
Monsters 
rose in the 

flames." 

I grabbed 
my robe 

and my axe. I will keep 
Taron safe. Be 

strong, my 
love.

If it be 
Tyon's 
will.



Hear 
me! 

monsters 
now roam 

our 
lands!

Tyon 
trusts in us 
to protect 

her 
people!  

For 
Tyon!

For 
Tyon we 

will 
fight!

Clearly this ship 
had borne the 

orbs as a boat at 
sea might carry 

treasure.

What was this ship? Where had it 
come from? Why had blessed 

Tyon chosen this strange omen?

Onward!

For 
Tyon!

Before us--inside a flaming 
cauldron-- lay the armored vessel 

that had fallen from the stars. 
Inside, iron shapes that had once 
been men. Outside, hundreds of 

scattered orbs that glowed 
like embers in the firelight.  

Onward! 



As we approached, 
something dark 

began to move inside 
the twisted metal .  

By the 
spirits--? What 

is it? 

A beast of steel .  | could 
tell it was not alive . Not as 
we live. But-- it looked upon 

us. With its single eye . 

Careful!  

Our 
weapons are 

no match 
against this 

foe!

Yet that 
tree--half 
burned by 
the fire...?

Yes!



May | 
strike 
swift--

And 
may my 
aim-- 

Strike 
true!



...Whispers!
 hermit of the stones.

...Whispers!
 hermit of the stones.

Your 
journey has 
begun, old 

pupil! 

Calm 
down, old 

friend. 
Explain.

After 
all these 

years! 
The Vast 
Wakes! 

When you were 
a child, | told you that 

your fate was to battle a 
distant enemy! Now... 
the time has come! 

To thwart 
this threat, 

you alone must 
face them! 

It comes 
from the 
stars!

Brought 
down by 
Tyon! 
To 

summon 
you! Into 
battle! 

Later , we explore with 
caution.  We had never 
seen such a ship. To whom 
did this ship belong?  
what were those--orbs?

We were 
fortunate the 

crash destroyed 
the rest. 

They 
glow-- like 

Tyon 
herself.

To smite a 
great and terrible 

enemy that lurks far from 
your home-- farther 
than any Ka’ii has ever 

traveled!

And what 
was that-- 

beast?

Where 
did this ship 
come from? 
How did it 

crash?

This vessel 
belongs to veiled 

intruders that 
threaten the Lands 

of Ith! 

Long ago, Whispers 
gave his eye to Tyon.   
Tyon granted him the 
gift of prophecy.  

Had there 
been more we 

would have been 
slain our-

selves.

We shall 
take these 

orbs to our 
village. 



But this 
enemy 

is beyond my 
strength.  

| have a 
family. A 

tribe. 

How 
can | leave 

them?

if this 
evil is not defeated 

then an entire race of 
tyon's children will 

be destroyed.

You 
must 
go.

and how 
shall | defeat a 
foe who wields 

such power?

Tyon compels 
you to face these 

intruders. 

She does 
not expect 

you to 
survive. 

Taron?
Ka'sell?

Forgive 
me. 

brought 
down by 
tyon?
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